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I. EDUCATION 

• Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. 
 Ph.D. in Italian Literature. 1992. 
            Title of thesis: Diana Defeated: A Reading of Tasso's Gerusalemme Liberata. 
 Thesis advisor: Professor Pier Massimo Forni 
 Second reader: Professor Eduardo Saccone 

• Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. 
 Master of Arts in Italian Literature. 1990. 

• University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta. 
 Master of Arts in Italian Literature. 1988. 
        Title of thesis: Il giardino nella letteratura epica rinascimentale. 

Thesis advisor: Professor Enrico Musacchio 
 Awarded Summer Research Fellowship 

• University La Sapienza, Rome, Italy. 
 Laurea in Lettere. 1986. Graduated summa cum laude (110/110 e lode). 
 Title of thesis: Analisi storico-critica de La rallegrata di Pirandello.  
 Thesis advisor: Professor Mario Costanzo 
 Second reader: Professor Nino Borsellino 

 
II. EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

• Georgetown University, Washington, D.C 
 Chair, Italian Department. 2009-2015. 

• Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 
Laura and Gaetano De Sole Professor of Contemporary Italian Culture. 2009-. 
• Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 
Laura and Gaetano De Sole Associate Professor of Italian Contemporary Culture.  
2002-2009. 
• Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 
John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Humanities. 1999-2002. 
• Harvard University, Cambridge, MA.  

            Assistant Professor of Italian Literature. 1994-1999. 
      • Harvard University Extension School. Spring 1999. 
 • Centro internazionale di studi Deradiani, Macchia Albanese, Italy. 

Visiting Professor. June 2001. 
 • Università per stranieri di Perugia, Italy. 

Visiting Professor. May-June 2000. 
 • Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland. 
           Teaching Assistant. Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced Italian. 1988-1992. 

• Centro Culturale Luigi Pirandello, Paris, France. 
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Italian Language, Literature and Culture Instructor. 1991-1992. 
• Institut France Audio-Visuel, Paris, France. 
Italian Language Instructor. 1991-1992. 
• The University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta. 
Teaching Assistant. Elementary and Advanced Italian. 1988. 

 
III. PUBLICATIONS 
 

a) Books 
• Nascere, rinascere, ricominciare. Immagini del nuovo inizio nella cultura italiana. 
L'Aquila: L'Aquila University Press, 2017. Pp. 240. (Proceedings of the 2015 conference 
with the same title, with an introduction, co-edited with Gianluigi Simonetti) 
• Secondo piano. Pisa: Pacini, 2017. (Novel) 
• Un paese di carta. Pisa: Pacini, 2015. (Novel) 
• Lucrezia Marinella, Exhortations to Women and to Others if They Please, ed. and 
trans. Laura Benedetti. Toronto: Center for Renaissance and Reformation, 2012. Pp. 
220. (The only modern edition of Lucrezia Marinella's 1645 volume, translated into 
English with an introduction and over five hundred notes) 
• The Tigress in the Snow. Motherhood and Literature in 20th-Century Italy. Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 2007. Pp. 176. (Winner of the 2008 Flaiano International 
Prize for Italian Literature) 
• Giovambattista Giraldi Cinzio. Discorso intorno al comporre dei romanzi. Bologna: 
Millennium, 1999. Pp. 251. (A new edition of Giraldi's 1554 treatise, with and introduction 
and over four hundred notes, in collaboration with Giuseppe Monorchio and Enrico 
Musacchio) 

 • La sconfitta di Diana. Un percorso per la Gerusalemme Liberata. Ravenna: Longo, 
 1997. Pp. 148.  
 • Gendered Contexts. New Perspectives in Italian Cultural Studies. New York:                   
 Peter Lang, 1996. Pp. 221. (Selected proceedings of two conferences, with an 
 introduction, co-edited with Julia L. Hairston and Silvia M. Ross) 

         
b) Contributions to Collective Volumes 
• "Petrarch, Aristotle, and the Inquisition: The Controversy between Giuseppe degli 
Aromatari and Alessandro Tassoni."  Maiko Favaro, ed. Judging Petrarch. Forthcoming. 
• “Un eroismo diverso?  La rappresentazione delle guerriere nella Scanderbeide di 
Margherita Sarrocchi (1623) e ne L’Enrico di Lucrezia Marinella (1635).” Serena Alessi 
and Stefano Jossa, eds., Italian Heroines: Literature, Gender and the Construction of the 
Nation. Forthcoming. 
• "Le ragioni della poesia: Torquato Tasso e Silvio Antoniano." Jo Ann Cavallo and Carlo 
Lottieri, eds. Speaking Truth to Power from Medieval to Modern Italy (special issue of 
Annali d’Italianistica), 2016. 243-59. 
• "Tradurre Marinella in America: opportunità e pericoli di una nuova frontiera." Rotraud 
von Kulessa, Daria Perocco and Sabine Meine, eds. Conflitti culturali a Venezia dalla 
prima età moderna ad oggi. Firenze: Franco Cesati, 2014. 207-19. 
• "Infanzia anno zero: Forsaken Children and Deceitful Preceptors in Calvino and 
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Rossellini." Tonia Riviello, ed. Global Perspectives on italian Literature, Cinema, and 
Culture. Salerno: Edisud, 2012. 101-20. 
• "La letteratura come educazione alla diversità e fondamento della democrazia: gli 
esempi di Clara Sereni ed Amara Lakhous." Patrizia Guida and Giovanna Scianatico, 
eds. Saggi di letteratura italiana. Lecce: Pensa Multimedia, 2011. 24-42. 
• "Distanze di tempi e di luoghi ne Le vie del ritorno." Enrico Minardi and Monica 
Francioso, eds. Generazione in movimento. Viaggio nella scrittura di Enrico Palandri. 
Ravenna, Longo, 2010. 109-16. 
• "'Specchio dell’anima e teatro d’anima': Amelia Rosselli tra Ibsen e Giacosa." Lino 
Pertile et als, eds. La scena del mondo. Studi sul teatro per Franco Fido. Ravenna: 
Longo, 2006. 221-31. 
• "'Pure battono alla porta': spiriti e personaggi in Pirandello e oltre." Pietro Frassica, ed. 

 Magia di un romanzo: Il fu Mattia Pascal. Novara: Interlinea, 2005. 203-14. 
• "Saintes et guerrières: l’héroïsme féminin dans l’œuvre de Lucrezia Marinella." 
Claude Cazalé Bérard, ed. Les Femmes et l'Ecriture. L'Amour Profane et l'Amour Sacré. 
Paris: Presses Universitaires de Paris X, 2005. 93-109. 

 • "Alba De Céspedes nella critica nordamericana." Marina Zancan, ed. Alba De 
 Céspedes. Milano: Mondadori, 2005. 408-14. 
 • "A Tired Queen: Anna Banti and Paragone Letteratura." Carù, Paola and Daria 
 Valentini, eds. Beyond Artemisia. Female Subjectivity, History, & Culture in Anna Banti. 
 Annali d’Italianistica: Chapel Hill, NC, 2003. 145-65. 

• "Il tema dell'infanzia nel cinema di Francesca Archibugi." Riviello, Tania, ed. Women 
and Italian Cinema. La donna nel cinema italiano. Roma: Fabio Croce, 2001. 255-67. 

  • "'In modo da finire almeno fra i miei': Silone e la Marsica." Porto, Antonio, and 
 Giandomenico Cifani, eds. Il parco naturale regionale Velino-Sirente. Ambiente, 
 economia e storia. L'Aquila: Gruppo Tipografico Editoriale, 2001. 131-33. 

• "Virtù femminile o virtù donnesca? Torquato Tasso, Lucrezia Marinella ed unapolemica 
rinascimentale." Venturi, Gianni, ed. Torquato Tasso e la cultura estense. Firenze: 
Olschki, 1999. Pp. 449-56. 

 • "Giardini di piacere e di pericolo. Armida, Alcina e i loro incanti a confronto." Della 
 Terza, Dante, ed. Dal Rinaldo alla Gerusalemme: il testo, la favola. Città di Sorrento, 
 1997. Pp. 215-25. 
  

c) Articles 
• "Tasso, Virgilio e 'il sanguinoso manto' di Goffredo: intertestualità e riscrittura nella 
Gerusalemme liberata." Modern Language Notes (forthcoming). 
• "Elena Ferrante in America." Allegoria 73 (gennaio-giugno 2016). 111-17.  
• "Arcangela Tarabotti e Lucrezia Marinella: appunti per un dialogo mancato." Silvia 
Ross and Mark Chu, eds. In Memoriam: Eduardo Saccone (1938–2008), MLN 129.3S 
(2014).  
• "La poetica del sorriso. Conversazione con Luisa Adorno." Testo e senso 14 (2013). 
http://testoesenso.it/ 
• "Il linguaggio dell’amicizia e della città: L’amica geniale di Elena Ferrante tra continuità 

 e cambiamento." Quaderni d’italianistica 2 (2012): 171-87. 
• "Le Essortationi di Lucrezia Marinella: l’ultimo messaggio di un’enigmatica veneziana." 
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Italica 4 (2008): 381-395. 
• "Il Discorso dei romanzi e le postille di Giraldi Cinzio: criteri e esiti di una nuova 

 edizione." Filologia e critica 1 (2002): 44-61. 
• "I paradossi dell’amore. Atlante e Ruggiero dall’Innamorato al Furioso." Quaderni 
d’Italianistica 2 (2000): 135-148. 
• "The First Jubilee." Harvard Magazine 3 (January-February 2000): 30-32. 

 • "Reconstructing Artemisia: Twentieth-Century Images of a Woman Artist."          
 Comparative Literature 1 (Winter 1999): 42-61. 
 • "Per voce sola e reticente: potere del male e suoi travestimenti in Di nuovo                       
 lunedì di Susanna Tamaro." Italian Culture 2 (1998): 211-23. 

• "L'amante di Orazio impazzì per Eleonora: avventure e sventure del personaggio      
 Tasso attraverso i secoli." Italica 2 (1998): 179-191. 

• "La vis abdita della Liberata e i suoi esiti nella Conquistata." Lingua e stile 2             
(1995): 465-78. 
• "I riflessi di sé nelle storie degli altri. Su alcuni sdoppiamenti sveviani." Narrativa 4 
(1993): 73-86. 
• "La sconfitta di Diana. Note per una rilettura della Gerusalemme Liberata." MLN 108,1 
(1993): 31-58.   
• "I silenzi di Alatiel." Quaderni d'Italianistica 2 (1992): 245-55. 

 • "Vivere ed essere vissuti: Amalia in Svevo's Senilità." Italica 2 (1991): 204-16. 
 
d) Entries in Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 
• "Torquato Tasso." R. Thomas and J. M. Ziolkowski, eds. The Virgil Encyclopedia. Wiley 
Online Library, 2014.  
• "Lucrezia Marinella." A.N. Mancini and G. P. Pierce, eds. Dictionary of Literary 
Biography. Vol. 339. Italian Writers of the 17th Century. Detroit, MI: Thomson Gale, 2008. 
182-90. 

 • "Francesco Bracciolini." A.N. Mancini and G. P. Pierce, eds. Dictionary of Literary 
 Biography. Vol. 339. Italian Writers of the 17th Century. Detroit, MI: Thomson Gale, 2008.  

55-64. 
• "Alessandro Tassoni." A.N. Mancini and G. Palen Pierce, eds. Dictionary of Literary 
Biography. Vol. 339. Italian Writers of the 17th Century. Detroit, MI: Thomson Gale, 2008. 
255-63. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2008. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2007. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2006. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2005. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2004. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2003. 
• "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2002. 

 • "Italian Literature." Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year 2001. 
 
e) Introduction 
•  "Palmerini, il messaggero." Introduction to Goffredo Palmerini, L’altra Italia. L’Aquila: 
One Group Edizioni, 2012. 8-13. 
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f) Book Reviews 
• Gender/Sexuality/Italy (forthcoming). 
Ursula Fanning. Italian Women’s Autobiographical Writings in the Twentieth Century. 
Madison: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2018. 
• Annali d’Italianistica 33 (2015). 
Mongiat Farina, Caterina. Questione di lingua. L’ideologia del dibattito sull’italiano nel 
Cinquecento. Ravenna: Longo, 2014.  
• Forum Italicum 3 (2014). 
Margherita Datini, Letters to Francesco Datini. Trans. Carolyn James and Antonio 
Pagliaro. Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 2012. 
• Annali d’Italianistica 30 (2012). 
Lucrezia Marinella. De’ gesti eroici e della vita maravigliosa della Serafica S. Caterina da 
Siena. Ed. Armando Maggi, con la collaborazione di Elizabeth Fiedler, Michael Subialka 
e Ryan Gogol. Ravenna: Longo, 2011.  
• Italica 4 (2009). 
Irene Zanini-Cordi. Donne sciolte. Abbandono ed identità femminile nella letteratura 
italiana. Ravenna: Longo, 2008. 
• Annali d’Italianistica 26 (2008). 
Francesco Ludovico Maschietto. Elena Lucrezia Cornaro Piscopia (1646-1684). The 
First Woman in the World to Earn a University Degree. Ed. Catherine Marshall. Trans. 
Jan Vairo and William Crochetiere. Philadelphia: Saint Joseph’s University Press, 2007. 
• Quaderni d’Italianistica 2 (2007).  
Marcus, Millicent. Italian Cinema in the Shadow of Auschwitz. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2007. 
• Quaderni d’Italianistica 2 (2007).  
Bonsaver, Guido. Censorship and Literature in Fascist Italy. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2007. 
• Quaderni d’Italianistica 1 (2007). 
Lucamante, Stefania, and Sharon Wood, eds. Under Arturo’s Star. The Cultural 
Legacies of Elsa Morante. West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press, 2006. 
• Annali d’Italianistica 25 (2007). 
Moderata Fonte (Modesta Pozzo). Floridoro (A Chivalric Romance). Eds. And Trans. 
Valeria Finucci and Julia Kisacky. Chicago and London: The University of Chicago 
Press, 2006. 
• Biography 4 (2002).  
Claire Marrone. Female Journeys. Autobiographical Expressions by French and Italian 
Women. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2000. 
• Italica 1 (2002). 
Zsuzsanna Rozsnyói. Dopo Ariosto. tecniche narrative e discorsive nei poemi 
cavallereschi. Ravenna: Longo, 2000. 
• Italica 4 (2001). 
Il merito e la cortesia. Torquato Tasso e la corte dei Della Rovere. Eds. G. Arbizzoni, G. 
Cerboni Baiardi, T. Mattioli e A.T. Ossani. Pesaro: Il lavoro editoriale, 1999. 
• International Journal of the Classical Tradition 8 (2001). 
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Finucci, Valeria, ed. Renaissance Transactions. Ariosto and Tasso. Durham: Duke 
University Press, 1999. 
• Italica 4 (1999). 
Deanna Shemek. Ladies Errant. Wayward Women and Social Order in Early Modern 
Italy. Durham and London: Duke UP, 1998. 
• Italian Studies 54 (1999). 
Maggie Günsberg. The Epic Rhetoric of Tasso. Theory and Practice. Oxford: Legenda, 
1998. 

 • Italica 2 (1998). 
Marilyn Migiel. Gender and Genealogy in Tasso’s Gerusalemme Liberata.  
Lewiston/Queenston/Lampeter: The Edwin Mellen Press, 1993. 

 • MLN 1 (1998). 
Sergio Zatti. L'ombra del Tasso. Epica e romanzo nel Cinquecento. Milano: Bruno 
Mondadori, 1996. 

 • Quaderni d’Italianistica 1 (1997). 
Dennis Looney. Compromising the Classics. Romance Epic Narrative in the Italian 
Renaissance. Detroit: Wayne State UP, 1996. 

 • Filologia e critica I (1993). 
Bartolomeo Cerretani, Dialogo della mutazione di Firenze, ed. Raul Mordenti. 
Roma: Edizioni di Storia e letteratura, 1990. 

  
g) Translations 
• Angela Putino, "Jumping." Sandra Kemp and Paola Bono, eds. The Lonely Mirror. 

 Italian Perspectives on Feminist Theory (London and New York: Routledge, 1993). 
 • Brad Marshall. "English Only. Madrelingua e immigrati." Il Manifesto, 6 giugno 1998. 
 

h) Creative Writing 
• "Alla deriva" (short story). Sinopie: la tentazione del fantastico (Roma: Bulzoni, 1986). 

 
 i) Newspaper Articles and Interviews 
 •  "After a Quake, Reclaiming Their City." Washington Post, April 11, 2010.    
 •  "Memories of a Town in the Sky." Washington Post, April 12, 2009. 
 •  "Dall’America con dolore. Intervista con Laura Benedetti." Il Centro, April 14, 2009. 
 
IV. CONFERENCES1 

• "Ave Mary: l’invenzione di Maria secondo Michela Murgia." AATI Conference. Cagliari, 
Italy, June 20-25, 2018. 
• "Dalla Canea a Tripoli. Le note di viaggio di Emilia Rosmini De Sanctis." AAIS 
Conference. Sorrento, Italy, June 13-17, 2018. 

 • Chair of the session "Literature and National Identity: Heroines In and Out of the 
 Canon." AATI Conference. Naples, Italy, June 22-24, 2016. 

                                                 
1 Acronyms: RSA=Renaissance Society of America: AAIS=American Association of Italian Studies; MLA=Modern 
Language Association; NEMLA=North Eastern Modern Language Association; ACTFL= American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages; AATI=American Association of Teachers of Italian; ACLA=American Comparative 
Literature Association.  
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 • "Elena Ferrante tra Napoli e New York." AATI Conference.  Naples, Italy, June 22-24, 
 2016. 
 • Organizer and Chair of the session "Teoria e Pratica del poema epico-cavalleresco 
 rinascimentale." AAIS Conference. Baton Rouge, LA, April 21-24, 2016. 
 • "Religione, storia e poesia: la revisione della Gerusalemme liberata." AAIS Conference. 
 Baton Rouge, LA, April 21-24, 2016. 
 • "Torquato Tasso’s Letters from Prison." Cenacolo. University of Maryland at College 
 Park, April 15, 2016. 
 • "Travelling With Petrarch: the Debate on Alessandro Tassoni’s Considerazioni sopra le 
 Rime del Petrarca." RSA Conference. Boston, MA, March 31-April 2, 2016. 
 • "Struggling with the Mother Tongue in Elena Ferrante’s Novels." ACLA Conference. 
 Harvard University, March 18-20, 2016. 

• Chair of the session "Incorporating Performing and Visual Arts to Promote Proficiency 
in Language and Culture." Italian Language and Culture Conference: New Directions in 
Teaching and Research. Georgetown University, October 24, 2015. 
• "L'Aquila, 2009 and Beyond: an Experiment in Community Based Learning." Italian 
Language and Culture Conference: New Directions in Teaching and Research. 
Georgetown University, October 24, 2015. 
• "Lucrezia Marinella’s Evolving Reflection in The Nobility and Excellence of Women." 
RSA Conference. Berlin, Germany, March 26-28, 2015. 
• Chair of the session "Literary Culture in Sixteenth-Century Italy." RSA Conference. 
Berlin, Germany, March 26-28, 2015. 
• "Lucrezia Marinella between Hagiography and the Epic." RSA Conference. New York 
City, March 27-30, 2014. 
• "Avanti a lui tremava tutta Roma: Carmine Gallone tra Fascismo e Resistenza." 
Intersections: Contemporary Italy in Music, Art, Literature, and Cinema. Turin, Italy, June  
7-8, 2013.  

 • "Lucrezia Marinella: contrasti nella Venezia del Seicento." Conflitti culturali a Venezia   
 dalla prima età moderna a oggi. Venice, Italy, May 16-18, 2013. 
 • Chair of a session at the conference "Elsa Morante and the Italian Arts." Catholic 
 University, Washington, D.C., 25-27 October, 2012.  
 • "Roma occupata, tra opera e film." AATI Conference. Philadelphia, PA, 16-18 
 November, 2012. 
 • "Nuove direzioni nella narrativa di Elena Ferrante." American Association of Italian   
           Studies Conference. Charleston, SC, 3-5 May, 2012. 
 • "Madri e figlie nella letteratura italiana." ACTFL Conference. Denver, Colorado, 18-20                          
 November, 2011. 
 • "Elisabetta Caracciolo: From the Cloister to the Revolution." The Risorgimento of 
 Women. Rutgers University, October 7, 2011. 
 • "Julia Budenz in Rome." A Celebration of the Life of Julia Budenz.  Harvard University,   
            October 11, 2011. 
 • "La Roma di Amara Lakhous, all’incrocio tra l’Egitto e Viale Marconi." Echi Oltremare: 
 Italy, the Mediterranean... and Beyond. Rome, June 17-18, 2011. 
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 • Chair of the session "Human Rights and Postcolonial Approaches in the 
 Mediterranean." Echi Oltremare: Italy, the Mediterranean... and Beyond. Rome, June 
 17-18, 2011. 
 • Organizer of the session "Aftershock: Communication, Politics, and Society in the 
 Aftermath of L’Aquila’s Earthquake." AAIS Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, April 7-9, 2011. 
 • "L’Aquila come metafora." AAIS Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, April 7-9, 2011. 

• "Le ragioni degli altri: letteratura e relazioni." AATI Conference. Lecce, Italy: May 26-
30, 2010. 

 • Organizer of the sessions "Challenging the Epic Tradition" and "Children in Italian 
 Cinema." AAIS Conference. New York City: May 7-10, 2009. 

• "Rethinking the Epic Tradition: Lucrezia Marinella’s Challenge." AAIS Conference. New 
York City: May 7-10, 2009. 

 • "Italian Mothers between Feelings and Reason." MLA. San Francisco, CA: December 
 27-31, 2008. 
 • "Ignazio Silone, Celestine V, and the Temptation of Worldly Power." Tra Amici: a 
 Symposium in Honor of Giuseppe Mazzotta. University of Mary Washington, VA: March 
 25-27, 2008. 

• Organizer and Chair of the session "Goldoni, Gozzi, and the 18th – Century European 
Stage." MLA Conference. Chicago, IL: December 27-30, 2007. 

 • "Children at War in Rossellini and Calvino." NEMLA Conference. Baltimore, MD: March 
 2-5, 2007. 

• Organizer and Chair of the session "Donne e teatro." AAIS Conference. Genova, Italy: 
May 25-28, 2006  

 • "Il 'teatro d’anima' di Amelia Rosselli." AAIS Conference. Genova, Italy: May 25- 28, 
2006. 

 • "The Mother and the City: Fabrizia Ramondino’s Althénopis and Elena Ferrante’s   
             L’amore molesto." NEMLA Conference. Philadelphia, PA: March 2-5, 2006. 
  • "Curriculum Renewal: The Georgetown Project." ACTFL Conference. Baltimore, MD: 
 November 17-20, 2005. 
 • "Il percorso di Lucrezia Marinella (1571?-1653)." AATI Conference. Washington, D.C.: 
 October 14-17, 2005. 
 • "Le Essortationi alle donne di Lucrezia Marinella: una palinodia?" AAIS Conference.  
 Chapel Hill, NC: April 14-17, 2005. 
 • "Saints and Warriors: Images of Female Heroism in Lucrezia Marinella’s Work."  MLA 
 Conference. Philadelphia, PA, December 27-30, 2004. 

• "'Pure battono alla porta.' Spiriti e personaggi in Pirandello e oltre."  The Magic of a 
Novel. Before The Late Mattia Pascal and After. Princeton University, November 5-6, 
2004. 
• Chair of the session "La bellezza femminile nella trattatistica rinascimentale."  
AAIS Conference. Ottawa, Ontario, April 29 - May 2, 2004. 

 • "Anna Banti alla guida di Paragone letteratura." AAIS Conference. Ottawa, Ontario, 
 April 29-May 2, 2004. 
 • "Lucrezia Marinella entre le sacré et le profane." Femmes et Tradition du Livre. 
 Université de Paris X, May 19, 2003. 
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• Organizer of the sessions "Formare con parole" and "Images of War in Italian Literature 
and Cinema". AAIS Conference, Georgetown University, March 13-16, 2003.  

 • "Madri in guerra nelle opere di Ada Negri e Matilde Serao." CSIS Conference. 
 Toronto, Ontario, May 25-28, 2002.  
 • "Atlante e Ruggiero dall‘Innamorato al Furioso." CSIS Conference. Québec City,  
 Québec, May 24-27, 2001. 

• Organizer and Chair of the session "Epica e romanzo nel Cinquecento." AAIS               
 Conference, Philadelphia, PA, April 19-22, 2001. 

• "Giraldi Cinzio e la fine del romanzo." AAIS Conference. Philadelphia, PA, April 20-
 22, 2001. 
 • "The Tigress in the Snow: Motherhood in Elsa Morante." MLA Conference, 
 Washington, D.C., December 27-31, 2000.  

• Chair of the session "Equality and Difference: Images of Women in the Italian 
Renaissance." AAIS Conference, New York, NY, April 12-15, 2000. 
• "Come gli uomini... se non peggio: la virtú femminile in Boccaccio, Ariosto e             
Marguerite de Navarre." AAIS Conference, New York, NY, April 12-15, 2000. 
• "Vedranno chi è Artemisia': immagini di una pittrice." AAIS Conference, Chicago, IL, 
April 2-5, 1998. 
• "Metamorfosi tassiane: come l‘amante di Orazio divenne amante di Eleonora (e          
viceversa)." AAIS Conference, Winston-Salem, N.C., February 20-23, 1997. 
• "Pio Goffredo: Virgilian Echoes in Tasso's Epics." MLA Conference, Washington, D.C., 
December 27-30, 1996. 
• "Virtú femminile or virtú donnesca? Torquato Tasso, Lucrezia Marinella, and a     
Renaissance dilemma." Torquato Tasso and the Expressive Culture of Late 
Renaissance Ferrara, Harvard University, April 13-14, 1996. 
• "Il discorso Della virtú femminile e donnesca di Torquato Tasso e la risposta di 
Lucrezia Marinella." Torquato Tasso e la cultura estense, Ferrara, Italy, December 10-
13, 1995. 
• "Tensioni e risoluzioni tra Liberata e Conquistata." Torquato Tasso quattro secoli dopo, 
Sorrento, Italy, November 17-20, 1994.  
• "'Quando son del dí le luci spente': Clorinda, Erminia e l'amicizia al femminile." 
Gendered Contexts II: New Perspectives in Italian Cultural Studies, Baltimore, MD, 
November 13-14, 1992. 
• "I silenzi di Alatiel." Gendered Contexts: New Perspectives in Italian Cultural Studies, 
Baltimore, MD. November 16-17, 1990. 
• "La senilità di Amalia." AAIS Conference, University of Virginia, April 19-22, 1990. 
• "Valori femminili e valori cavallereschi nei poemi rinascimentali." AAIS Conference, 

 University of Lowell, MA, April 13-16, 1989. 
 • "Nel giardino di Armida." CSIS Conference, University of Windsor, Ontario, June 2-4, 
 1988. 

 
V. INVITED LECTURES 

• "Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan Novels. Local Identities and International Contexts."  
American University in Cairo. March 6, 2019 
• "From Venice to Cairo. Chronicle of an Early Sixteenth-Century Voyage.” American 



 
 

BENEDETTI 10 

 

University in Cairo. March 5, 2019. 
• "Cultural Responses to Natural Disasters: The Case of L'Aquila." Mount Holyoke 
College (Giamatti Lecture). October 25, 2018. 
• "Ferrante Fever." Italian Cultural Institute, Washington, D.C. October 15, 2018. 
• "Dalla Gerusalemme terrena alla Gerusalemme celeste: Torquato Tasso e il poema di 
una vita." Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan, July 29, 2018. 
• "L’amica geniale di Elena Ferrante: un’amicizia che cresce in un’Italia che cambia." 
Italian Cultural Institute, Osaka, Japan, July 27, 2018. 

 • "Friendship, Language, and the City: Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan Novels." Italian 
 Cultural Society, Washington, D.C., January 15, 2017. 
 • "The American Journey of Giorgio Bassani." Italian Cultural Institute, Washington, D.C., 
 September 29, 2016. (Respondent to Valerio Cappozzo’s presentation of Le lezioni 
 americane di Giorgio Bassani).  
 • "Voci italiane negli Stati Uniti: studi e dilemmi." Liceo Scientifico "Enrico Fermi", 
 Sulmona, Italy, November 9, 2015. 
 • "Lucrezia Marinella and Women Writing in Renaissance Italy." Villa Le Balze, March 
 31st, 2015. 
 • "Nuove prospettive sulla Gerusalemme Conquistata." Università di Genova, February 
 12, 2015. 
 • "Più bella o più buona? La riscrittura di Torquato Tasso." Università di Venezia, 
 February 3, 2015. 

• "Worthy of a Full Theater: Reality and Illusion in Torquato Tasso’s Jerusalem 
Delivered." National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C., January 25, 2015. 
• "Reckoning with Trent: Poetry and Faith in Torquato Tasso’s Jerusalem Delivered." 
Trent and Its Impact. Georgetown University, November 8, 2013.  
• "Literature, Motherhood, and the Resistance: Laudomia Bonanni's The Reprisal.” 
Washington, D.C., Italian Cultural Institute, September 30, 2013. 

 • "L'Aquila and Beyond: Lessons from an Earthquake." Seton Hall University (Orange, 
 NJ). September 24, 2012. 
 • "Writing the Mother." National Organization of Italian American Women (NOIAW).   
            September 13, 2012.  
 • "Women's Creativity at the Twilight: Lucrezia Marinella’s Exhortations to Women." 
 Italian Embassy (Washington, D.C.). March 9, 2012. 
 • "Immagini della maternità durante il fascismo." Università degli Studi "La Sapienza" di   
             Roma. June 10, 2011. 
 • "Exhortations to Women: Lucrezia Marinella and the End of an Era." Johns Hopkins   
             University, April 28, 2011.  
 • "The She-Wolf’s New Cubs: Voices from Amara Lakhous’s Rome." The Italian of   
            Others. Georgetown University, November 16, 2010. 

• "Lucrezia Marinella between Hagiography and the Epic." Portraits in Piety. Georgetown 
University, October 4, 2010. 
• "Beyond April 6, 2009: Rebuilding L'Aquila." CUNY Staten Island, October 8, 2009.  
• "Celestine V between History and Legend." CUNY Staten Island, October 7, 2009. 
• "Six Months Later. The Abruzzo Earthquake and the Reconstruction Process." Circolo 
Italiano, Georgetown University, October 6, 2009. 
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• "The 'Abruzzo' Earthquake." Circolo Italiano, Georgetown University, April 21, 2009. 
• "Mothers of Resistance: Italian Women and the Politics of Reproduction." Virginia 
Commonwealth University, October 6, 2008. 

 • "Trasmettere la cultura italiana." University of Benevento, June 6, 2008. 
• "The Tigress in the Snow: Italian Texts, Transnational Perspectives." Harvard 

 University, March 18, 2008. 
• "Mothers at War in Fascist Italy." Yale University, February 25, 2008. 
• "Oriana Fallaci and the debates of the 1970s." Donne Italiane Residenti all’Estero, 

 October 16, 2007. 
• "Shifting Patterns: Motherhood in Italy." Abruzzo and Molise Heritage Society, May 20, 

 2007. 
• "Sophia Loren. A Career Retrospective." Smithsonian Institution, April 28, 2004. 
• "Italian Culture and the Evolving Notion of Motherhood." Dean’s Research Seminar,      

 Georgetown University, January 23, 2004.  
• "Identità e trasgressione nel Rinascimento italiano." Retreat of the Italian National        

 Women’s Soccer Team, Rome, July 5, 2003. 
 • "Motherhood and Literature in Fascist Italy." Georgetown University, January 24, 2002. 
 • "Torquato Tasso tra censura e riscrittura." San Demetrio Corone, June 25, 2001. 

• "Il tema di Diana nella Gerusalemme liberata." Carla Rossi Academy. 
Monsummano Terme. June 15, 2001. 
• "Giraldi Cinzio, il Furioso e la teoria del romanzo." Harvard University. Cambridge, MA.    

 February 9, 2000. 
• "Artemisia Gentileschi between History and Legend." Wheaton College. Norton, MA.         

 November 18, 1999. 
 • "Anna Banti and the Search for Artemisia Gentileschi."  John Cabot University. Rome,      
 June 14, 1999.  
 • "Styles of Scholarship." Harvard University. Cambridge, MA. December 15, 1998. 

• "Perché Torquato Tasso?" Casa di Iacopo Notar Ianni, L'Aquila, Italy, August 27, 1998. 
 • "Literature and Cinema. The Reasons for a Dialogue." Masters of Italian Cinema.        
 Northeastern University. Boston, MA. May 15, 1996. 

• "Dalla Gerusalemme terrena alla Gerusalemme celeste: l'itinerario di Torquato Tasso."  
Circolo Italiano di Boston. May 10, 1995. 
• “La vis abdita della Liberata e i suoi esiti nella Conquistata." Université de Paris X. 
Paris, France. April 30, 1994. 
• "Frammenti di donne e trame parallele nella narrativa di Italo Svevo." Harvard 
University. Cambridge, MA. February 25, 1994. 

 • "Storie allo specchio nella narrativa di Italo Svevo." Université de Paris X. Paris, 
 France. January 25, 1992. 

 
VI. KEYNOTE ADDRESSES, CONFERENCE ORGANIZING, AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
           • Keynote speaker at the conference "Elena Ferrante in a Global Context." Durham                                                    
           University, June 7-8, 2019.       
           • NPR, The Diane Rehm Show. November 25, 2015. (An hour-long conversation with                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
           Diane Rehm, Louis Bayard, and Maureen Corrigan on Elena Ferrante’s My Brilliant                                
           Friend). 
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           • Book Presentations for Secondo Piano: Università di Torino (March 12, 2019), Libreria   
           Rinascita, Ascoli Piceno (June 28, 2018); Libreria UBIK, Cagliari (June 22, 2018);                                          
           Palazzo Rivera, L'Aquila (June 19, 2018); Italian Cultural Society, Bethesda, MD,  
           January 18, 2018. 
           • Book presentations for Un paese di carta: Pisa Book Festival (November 6, 2015),                             
           Liceo Scientifico "Enrico Fermi", Sulmona (November 9, 2015); Palazzetto dei Nobili,                            
           L'Aquila (November 12, 2015); Ateneo Veneto, Venice (November 13, 2015),                                      
           Georgetown University. Washington, D.C. (April 20, 2016), American Association of                             
           Italian Studies, Baton Rouge, LA (April 22, 2016), Giardino dei Ciliegi (Florence, Italy,                            
           May 6, 2016), Salone Internazionale del Libro di Torino (May 14, 2016), Istituto Don                            
           Milani, L'Aquila (May 16, 2016), Biblioteca delle Donne, L'Aquila (May 16, 2016),                    
           ParoLab, Washington, D.C. (May 26, 2016), Libreria Empiria, Rome (June 13, 2016),                  
           Libreria UBIK, Naples (June 22, 2016), Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.                    
           (September 1st, 2016), Abruzzo and Molise Heritage Society (September 18, 2016);                       
           Donne Italiane Viventi all'Estero, Washington, D.C. (November 30, 2016); Seton Hall                 
           University (January 30, 2017); Rutgers University (April 13, 2017), National Organization              
           of Italian American Women (May 3, 2017); Università degli Studi di Torino (May 29,               
           2017); Università degli Studi di Siena (May 30, 2017).             

• Organizer of the conference "Nascere, Rinascere, Ricominciare. Immagini del nuovo                                                                                  
inizio nella cultura italiana", in collaboration with the Università dell'Aquila. L'Aquila, Italy:                                  
June 17-18, 2015. 
• Member of the Organizing Steering Committee for the Conference "Trent and Its 
Impact." Georgetown University, November 7-8, 2013. 

           • Organizer of the conference “Machiavelli’s Prince throughout the centuries.”  
           Georgetown University, March 15, 2013. 
            • Organizer of the conference "Una d’arme, di lingua, d’altare? Italy @ 150."  
            Georgetown University, October 14, 2011. 
           • Organizer of the conference "Dopo la caduta: memoria e futuro." L'Aquila, Italy, June 4-                                                                                                                            
           5, 2010. 
           • Reader for "Liszt and Italy." Georgetown University, February 13, 2010. 
           • Keynote speaker at "Approaching Constraints," a graduate student conference at              
           University of Indiana at Bloomington, March 27-29, 2009. Title of the address: "Freedom               
           from Constraints, the Constraints of Freedom." 

• Organizer of the film series "Campania through the Lens" at the Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. Delivered a lecture before each film and led the discussion 
following each screening: 
a. "Mario Martone and the New Neapolitan Cinema" (introduction to the screening of  
L’amore molesto). Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., May 7, 2004. 
b. "Vittorio De Sica between Naples and Hollywood" (introduction to the screening of 
L’oro di Napoli). Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., May 14, 2004. 
c. "Nanny Loy and the Mysteries of Naples" (introduction to the screening of Mi manda 
Picone). Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., May 21, 2004. 
• Member of the organizing committee of the XXIII AAIS Conference. Georgetown  
University, March 13-16, 2003. 
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• "The Meanings of Italian Culture Today." Keynote address for the Inauguration of the 
Laura and Gaetano De Sole Professorship in Contemporary Italian Culture. Georgetown 
University, December 11, 2002. 
• Organizer of the international and interdisciplinary conference "Torquato Tasso and the 
Expressive Cultural of Late Renaissance Ferrara." Harvard University, April 13-14,      
1996.  
• Member of the organizing committee for the conferences "Gendered Contexts: New 
Perspectives in Italian Cultural Studies" (Johns Hopkins University, 1990) and 
"Gendered Contexts II" (Johns Hopkins University, 1992). 
  

VII. GRANTS, PRIZES, AND HONORS 
            • The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation Fellowship. May-July, 2019. 
            • Bogliasco Fellowship. April-May, 2019. 
            • "Ambasciatore d’Abruzzo nel mondo." Regione Abruzzo, August 2018.  
 • Georgetown University Senior Faculty Research Fellowship.  Fall 2018. 
 • Renaissance Society of America Short-Term Fellowship.  2017. 
 • Guest of Honor of the American Association of Italian Studies.  2016.  
 • Georgetown University. Competitive Grant-in-Aid Award. Spring 2016. 
 • Georgetown University Summer Fellowship. 2016. 
 • Gold Medal. Federazione Associazioni Abruzzesi/U.S.A. 2015. 
 • "Wise Woman" Award. National Organization of Italian American Women. 2014. 
 • Nominated by Georgetown College students and the College Academic Council (CAC) 
 for excellence in teaching. 2009. 
 • Winner of the Flaiano International Prize for The Tigress in the Snow.  2008. 
 • Georgetown University Summer Fellowship.  2008. 
 • Georgetown University Senior Faculty Research Fellowship.  Spring 2007.  
 • Georgetown University Competitive Grant-in-Aid award.  Spring 2007. 
 • Georgetown University Summer Fellowship. 2006. 

• Harvard University technology grant to design and implement web site on Italo Calvino. 
2000. 
• Ford Foundation grant to organize year-long workshop on Italian contemporary 
literature. 1995. 
• University of Alberta Summer Fellowship. 1988. 
• Winner of the RAI (Italian Public Broadcasting) contest “I giovani incontrano l’Europa”. 
1981. 

 
VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITY 
           • Chair, Georgetown University's Italian Department. 2009-2015. 
            • Founder and Director of the Georgetown Summer Program in L'Aquila (2006, 2007,     
            2008, and 2014) and in Rome (2009, 2010, and 2011).  
            • Chair of Georgetown University Search Committee for a Tenure-Track position in                
       Dante and Medieval Studies (formed and convened committee, reviewed candidates'     
       dossier, conducted interviews at the 2009 MLA Convention, attended the candidates'    
       presentations on campus, formulated final recommendations, communicated with the   
            candidates and with the administration). 2009-2010. 
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• Chair of the Georgetown University Search Committee for a three-year renewable 
position in language pedagogy (reviewed candidates' dossier, attended the candidates' 
presentations, formulated final recommendations, communicated with the candidates 
and with the administration). 2009-2010. 

           • Member of the Task Force on Language Teaching in the 21st Century. 2008-2009. 
           • Acting Chair, Georgetown University's Italian Department. Spring 2007.  

• Member of the Summer Research Fellowships Committee. 2007. 
• Member of the Georgetown College Teaching Award Committee. 2006-2008. 
• Member of Georgetown University Search Committee for a Tenure-Track position in 
Italian theater (reviewed candidates' dossier, conducted interviews at the 2005 MLA 
Convention, attended the candidates' presentations on campus, formulated final 
recommendations). 2005-2006. 

           • Member of Georgetown College Executive Faculty. 2004-2005, Fall 2007, Spring   
           2017, 2017-2018. 
        • Member of Georgetown University Committee on International Initiatives. 2004-2005. 
           • Member of the Georgetown University Villa Le Balze Steering Committee. 2004-2010. 
           • Member of a two-people assessment team that spent a week between Florence              
            and Fiesole to review Georgetown University Italian Study Abroad program. March 6-13,   
           2004.  
           • Study Abroad Advisor, Georgetown University Italian Department, 2004-2009. 
           • Member of Georgetown University Search Committee for a Tenure-Track position in       
      Italian Language Pedagogy and Linguistics (reviewed candidates' dossier, conducted      
         interviews at the 2003 MLA Convention in San Diego, attended the candidates' lessons 
           and presentations on campus, formulated final recommendations). 2003-2004. 
      • Member of Georgetown College Admission Committee (reviewed approximately 150  
           applications to the college, met with admission officers and formulated  
           recommendations). 2003-2004, 2004-2005. 
           • Member of Georgetown College Executive Council, 2003-2004, Spring 2007. 
           • Member of Harvard University Faculty Council, and of the subcommittee on Summa 
 degrees. 2001-2.   
 • Member of Harvard University Committee on Rights and Responsibilities.1999-               
 2000. 
 • Harvard University Undergraduate Advisor of Italian.1995-1997. This position involved 
 concentrators' recruitment and advising, as well as setting up the committee for senior 
 examinations and thesis discussion. 
 • Member of Harvard University Ph.D. Admission Committee in Italian.1994-2002. 
 • Member of Harvard University Committee on Degrees in Women's Studies. 1995-
 2002. 

• Co-chair of the Italian Studies Seminar at the Center for Literary and Cultural Studies 
 Studies (Harvard University). Organized of approximately 8 lectures each academic 
 year, from 1994 to 2002. 
 • Member of the Harvard Committees for the Dressler Family Traveling Grant (1994-
 1995, 1999-2000, and 200102002), the Sheldon, Kennedy, Knox and Lurcy fellowships 
 (1994-1995), and the Sohier Prize (1995-1997). 
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IX. OTHER EXPERIENCE 
 • Member of a three-person assessment team that conducted a review of the 
 Department of Italian at Connecticut College, April 5-7, 2017. 
 • Member of Editorial Board, Florence University Press, 2016- 
 • Book Review Editor, Italian Culture, 2016- 
 • Associate Editor, Italian Culture, 2016-2018. 
 • Member of Editorial Board, New Academia Publishing, 2016-  
 • Member of the jury for the Book Award “The Bridge” (http://www.aific.org/prize-bridge/) 
 • Reviewer for Oxford Bibliographies. 2015. 
 • Member of a three-person assessment team that conducted a review of the 
 Department of French and Italian at the University of Pittsburgh. January 28-31, 2015. 
 • Member of the Editorial Board for Dizionario dell’emigrazione italiana all’estero, 2013- 
 • Member of the Associazione Internazionale Laudomia Bonanni, 2013- 

• Member of the editorial board of Testo e senso, 2011- 
 • Member of the editorial board of Symposium. 2010- 
 • Referee for tenure and or/promotion cases at several U.S. universities. 2009-. 
 • Referee of book-length manuscripts submitted to the University of Toronto Press. 
 2008-2009 and 2018. 

• Referee for articles submitted to Forum Italicum, Modern Language Studies, Italian 
Culture, Italica, International Journal of the Classical Tradition, Symposium, 
Gender/Sexuality/Italy. 

 • Member of the Committee for the Graduate Student Prize. Canadian Society of Italian 
 Studies. 2004. 

• Consultant for the Decameron Web (Brown University). April 2001.                                 
(http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Italian_Studies/dweb/dweb.shtml)  
• Organizer and discussion leader for a book group at the Schoenhof's Bookstore 
(Cambridge, MA). Presided over six meetings, each devoted to an Italian novel, 
throughout the academic years 1998-1999 and 2001-2002.  

 • Organizer of the Ford Foundation Seminar on contemporary Italian literature. In the 
 years 1995 and 1996, the Seminar organized meetings with Harvard graduate students 
 and Italian writers such as Ermanno Cavazzoni, Giuliana Morandini, and Clara Sereni. 

• Assistant to Professor Pier Massimo Forni in editing Giovanni Boccaccio's Ninfale 
Fiesolano (Milano: Mursia, 1991). 
 


