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Abstract 

Linguistic landscape and heritage languages: research, critical awareness, and pedagogy 

While languages are all around us, especially in urban spaces (“the city is like a textbook”), 
languages in public spaces have been overlooked in Applied Linguistics. However Linguistic 
Landscape (LL), referring to multilingual written texts (signs, brochures, names, instructions) as 
well as other multimodal devices such as images, sounds, and movements displayed in public 
spaces, is a fast growing field which provides a unique lens to interpret power relations, ethnic and 
immigrant identities, language vitality, participation, marginalization, and deletions of languages in 
society. This paper will begin by theorizing the field of LL within the context of spaces, places, 
ownership, contestation, and activism. It will report on a number of LL research studies that point to 
the role that LL can play in policy making, either leading to domination and control of certain 
languages and people or to increased visibility of marginalized languages and growing participation 
of heritage language speakers. It will also report on a number of studies that focus on the use of LL 
as an educational tool where students and lay people, of all ages, engage in the documentation, 
analysis, and interpretation of languages in public spaces, which in turn leads to intense language 
learning, growing critical awareness of diversity of language, including heritage languages, in 
institutions (schools, hospitals, etc.), neighborhoods, and larger urban communities. Practical 
implications as to the use of LL as a major resource and effective tool for enhancing, encouraging, 
and introducing heritage languages within schools and other spaces are proposed. 

 
 
 


