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Maxim D. Shrayer, Ph.D.

Professor of Russian, English, and Jewish Studies
Department of Eastern, Slavic, and German Studies

Lyons Hall 210
Boston College
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-3804 USA

tel. office (617) 552-3911 cell (617) 775-4830 e-mail: shrayerm@bc.edu

http://www.shrayer.com

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/morrissey/departments/eastern-slavic-

german/people/faculty-directory/maxim-d-shrayer.html

EDUCATION

Yale University
1992-1995

Yale University
1990-1992

Rutgers University
1989-1990

Brown University
1987-1989

Moscow University
1984-1989

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Boston College
Department of Eastern,
Slavic, and German Studies
2003-present

Ph.D., Russian Literature; minor in Film Studies

M.A., M.Phil., Russian Literature

M.A., Comparative Literature

B.A., Comparative Literature

Honors in Literary Translation

Transferred to Brown University upon
immigrating to the U.S.A.

Professor of Russian, English, and Jewish Studies

teaching Jewish studies, Anglo-American literature,
exile, Slavic and comparative literature, translation studies,
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and Holocaust studies, at the graduate and undergraduate

levels

Courtesy appointment in the English Department since 2002
Faculty in the Jewish Studies Program since 2005

Universita di Pisa

Dipartimento di Filologia,
Letteratura e Linguistica

Spring 2025

Boston College

Department of Slavic and Eastern
Languages and Literatures

2000-2003

Boston College

Department of Slavic and Eastern
Languages and Literatures

1996-2000

Connecticut College
Department of Russian and East
European Studies

1995-1996

Yale University

Department of Slavic Languages
and Literatures

1992-1994

Middlebury College
Russian School
Summers: 1991; 1992; 1993; 1994

Indiana University
Workshop in Slavic Languages
Summer 1990

Visiting Professor

Associate Professor (with tenure)

Assistant Professor

Assistant Professor

teaching Russian literature, culture, and advanced
language

Teaching Fellow

teaching an intensive third-year Russian course:
grammar, elements of style, translation, composition
Instructor

teaching intensive third-year courses: grammar,
conversation, composition, culture

Visiting Lecturer

teaching conversation and Russian media analysis



Rutgers University Instructor
Program in Slavic Languages

1989-1990 teaching an intensive first-year Russian course
Brown University Teaching Assistant

Slavic Department

1987-1989 teaching Russian composition and conversation
COURSES TAUGHT

At Boston College, 1996-present
Undergraduate courses:

Classics of Russian Literature
Twentieth-Century Russian Literature
Holocaust Literature: History, Memory, Legacy
Desire and Death in Literature

Exile and Literature

Genocide and Crimes against Humanity
Jewish Writers in Russia and America
Nabokov

Chekhov

Tolstoy and Dostoevsky

Russian and Soviet Cinema

Graduate courses:

Chekhov: Seminar

Dostoevsky and Tolstoy: Seminar

Exile: Seminar

Holocaust Literature: Seminar

Classics of Russian Literature (in Russian)
Twentieth-Century Russian Literature (in Russian)

Russian Emigré Literature, The First Wave, 1920-1940: Seminar (in Russian)
Nabokov: Seminar

Romanticism in Russian Literature: Seminar (in Russian)
Russian and American Jewish Literature: Seminar

The Art and Craft of Literary Translation: Seminar

W. H. Auden and the Writing of Exile

Advanced Russian Grammar, Translation and Composition


http://fmwww.bc.edu/SL-V/ShrayerLitTr.pdf

Other Teaching:

Russian Emigré Literature: Seminar. Co-taught with Professor Stefano Garzonio.
Pisa University, Italy, Spring Semester 2025.

Introduction to Holocaust Literature. Pontificia Universidade Catolica do Rio de Janeiro
[PUC-Rio0], Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, May-June 2012.

Approaches to Vladimir Nabokov. The Vladimir Nabokov Museum, St. Petersburg,
Russia, July 2000)

Women'’s Time in Russian Literature. Connecticut College, 1996.

Modernism and Postmodernism in the Soviet Period. Connecticut College, 1995.

Russian Literature in Motion. Connecticut College, 1995.

Advanced Russian. Connecticut College, 1995-1996.

Third-Year Russian. Connecticut College, 1995; Yale University, 1992-1994;
Middlebury College, summers 1991-1994; Brown University, 1988-1989.

First-Year Russian. Rutgers University, 1989-1990.

Russian through Video. Indiana University, summer 1990.

Nonfiction & Fiction Writing. South Chatham Writers’ Workshop, 2014-2022.

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Boston College Acting Chair
Department of Eastern, Slavic,

and German Studies
2023-2024

Boston College Chair
Department of Slavic and Eastern
Languages and Literatures

2005-2009

Boston College Founding Co-Director

Jewish Studies Program

2005-2008

Boston College Coordinator, Russian/Slavic Program

Department of Slavic and Eastern
Languages and Literatures

2016-2018

Boston College Director, East European and Eurasian Studies
2023-present Interdisciplinary Minor

Boston College Director, East European Studies Interdisciplinary
2017-2023 Minor


http://www.puc-rio.br/

Boston College Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Slavic and Eastern
Languages and Literatures
Boston College
2000-2004

Boston College Director of Undergraduate Studies
Department of Slavic and Eastern
Languages and Literatures
Boston College
2005-2006

The Davis Center for Russian Director of the Project on Russian & Eurasian Jewry
and Eurasian Studies,
Harvard University

2017-2021

South Chatham Writers’ Workshop Artistic Director (and co-founder,
2014-2022 with Dr. Karen E. Lasser)
MENTORING EXPERIENCE

Faculty Mentor to Assistant Professor of the Practice Nick Block (Boston College),
2023-2024.

Faculty mentor to Associate Professor Daniel Bowles (Boston College), 2022-present.
Faculty mentor to Lecturer Leon Kogan, 2023-present.

Faculty mentor to Assistant Professor of the Practice Tony Lin (Boston College), 2018-2021.
Faculty mentor to Associate Professor Sing-Chen Chiang (Boston College), 2017-2019.

Faculty mentor to Professor of the Practice Atef Ghobrial (Boston College),
2013-present.

Faculty mentor to Associate Professor Franck Salameh (Boston College), 2005-2019.
Faculty mentor to Visiting Scholar Prof. Dr. Mitsunori Sagae (Soka University, Japan), Spring
2020.

Faculty mentor to Visiting Scholar Dr. Jimmy Sudario Cabral (Universidade Federal de Juiz
de Fora, Brazil), Spring 2018.



Faculty mentor to Visiting Scholar Dr. Rita Filanti (University of Bari, Italy), Spring 2011.

Faculty mentor to Visiting Scholar Prof. Dr. Elena Trubetskova (Saratov State University,
Russia), November-December 2015.

Faculty mentor to Presidential Scholar Samuel Peterson, 2021-2024.
Faculty adviser to Writers’ Circle, Boston College, 2016-2022.
Faculty adviser to Russian Club, Boston College, 2018-2020.

Directed over twenty-five graduate and undergraduate theses and research projects in English,
Russian, and Jewish Studies.

External dissertation reader at universities of the Russian Federation, 2010-2020.

LANGUAGES

Bilingual in Russian and English.

Reading and limited speaking knowledge of Italian, French, and German.
Elementary knowledge of Czech, Polish, and Ukrainian.

Elementary knowledge of Hebrew.

Reading knowledge of Old Church Slavonic.



