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• EDUCATION 
 
1997  PhD (Doctor Artium): Faculty of Arts, Department of Linguistics, Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Trondheim, Norway 
1993  Master (Cand Philol): Faculty of Arts, Department of Linguistics, Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Trondheim, Norway                        
1989                MA in Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Dept of Linguistics, University of Ghana, 

Accra, Ghana 
1985                BA in Linguistics, French and Swahili, Faculty of Arts, University of Ghana, 

Accra, Ghana 
   

• CURRENT POSITION(S) 
 
2013 – now Professor, Department of African Studies, University of Vienna, Austria 
  

• PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
 
1997 – 2013 Postdoc/Assistant Professor/Associate Professor: Faculty of Arts, Department of 

Linguistics/Programme in African Studies, University of Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong, China 

1994 – 1996  Lecturer: Faculty of Arts, Dept of Linguistics, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 
USA 

 
• FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

 
2021:               Fellow of the Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences (GAAS), Accra 
2011 - 2012  Visiting Fellow, Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies 

(FSI)/Humanities Center, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, USA  
2012  Guest Professor, Institute of African Studies, Bayreuth University, Bayreuth, 

Germany 
 

• SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS  
 
2013 - 2027  5 postdocs/3 PhD students/1 masters student (5 ongoing PhDs), Department of 

African Studies, University of Vienna, Austria 
1997 - 2013     1 postdoc/5 PhD/15 masters, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China 

 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3807-3681
https://publons.com/researcher/A-8403-2010/
https://www.adscientificindex.com/scientist_print.php?id=914105


• TEACHING ACTIVITIES (if applicable)  
 
Since 1985, I have taught at different universities in four continents - Africa, Europe, North 
America, and Asia. I was teaching assistant at the University of Ghana; part-time lecturer at 
NTNU, Trondheim, Norway; Lecturer at Stanford University, USA; Associate Professor at the 
University of Hong Kong; and full Professor at the University of Vienna. I have taught different 
topics in Linguistics, Literature, African studies, Diaspora studies, health humanities, and on 
globalization. 
 

• ORGANISATION OF SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS (if applicable) 
 
2024              Chairman of Organizing Committee, Lexical Functional Grammar Conference, 

University of Ghana, Legon, Accra, Ghana  
2018 Chairman of Organizing Committee, Lexical Functional Grammar Conference, 

University of Vienna, Austria  
2018  Organizer, Workshop of UNESCO, Federation Internationale the Langues et 

Litteratures Modernes (FILLM), University Vienna, Austria 
 

• INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES (if applicable) 
 
2015 –   2021 Director, Global African Diaspora Studies (GADS) Research Platform, Univ. of 

Vienna 
2016 - 2020  Head/Deputy Head, Department of African Studies, University of Vienna 
2008 - 2013  Founding Director, African Studies Programme, University of Hong Kong  
2009 - 2011 Head, Department of African Studies, University of Hong Kong 
2003 - 2005 Director, Cognitive Science Programme, University of Hong Kong 
 

• REVIEWING ACTIVITIES (if applicable) 
 

2018 –   Scientific Advisory Board, Policy Cross-Over, University of Economics,Vienna 
2013 –   Editor of Journal of West African Languages and African Language Grammars and  
 Dictionaries, Language Science Press 
2013 –  Reviewer of countless journal articles as can be seen in my Publons Website 
2013 –  Editorial Board member of many journals 
2018 –   Reviewer of Professorship applications, University of Helsinki/ African Studies/  
  Finland  
2013 to now – Evaluator of several faculty promotion applications at universities in 
Ghana, Nigeria, UK, US, and Saudi Arabia. 
  

• MEMBERSHIPS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES (if applicable) 
I am a Fellow of the Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences,  Council member of the West 
African Linguistic Society (WALS), (editing the Society’s flagship journal, JWAL), life-time 
member of the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong (LSHK), life-time member of African Studies 
Association (ASA), USA, Council Member, International Confucius Association (ICA), former 



President, International Lexical-Functional Grammar Association (ILFGA), and President, 
UNESCO’s Federation Internationale de Langues et Litteratures Modernes (FILLM) 
 

• MAJOR COLLABORATIONS (if applicable) 
Arto Anttila of Stanford University (Linguistics Dept) on several research projects leading to 
many publications, Christian Meng of Sydney University towards my second major book on 
African diasporas, Katharina Hartman at Goethe University, Frankfurt, Germany 
 
Publications: Ten years track-record : 
Between 2012 and 2024 I have published twelve main books and 45 journal articles (many of them 
in SSCI-/AHCI- or SCOPUS-indexed journals) and book sections in various discipline and 
interdisciplinary areas of inquiry: linguistics, African studies, Africa – China – Europe relations, 
diaspora studies, and global and public health (See detailed CV). 
 
4/Invited Presentations: [Selected] 
Keynote Speaker, West African Languages Congress, Lagos, 2021; Keynote Speaker, Conference 
on Global Encounters: Transnational Mobilities, Beijing, June 2018; Invited Speaker, Oxford 
University, Centre for Chinese Studies, February 2018; Plenary Speaker at flagship biennial 
conference of the West African Linguistic Society (WALS), Ibadan, Nigeria 2013 
 
5/Research Expeditions 
I led research teams into eight Chinese cities such as Guangzhou, Beijing and Shanghai. 
 
6. Organization of International Conferences [selected] 
23rd International Lexical Functional Grammar, University of Vienna, 2018 
28th UNESCO’s Federation of Modern Languages and Literatures Conference, July 2021 
Conference on Mabia Languages of West Africa, University of Vienna, 2019 
 
7. Prizes, awards, academy memberships 
FGA, 100 Most Influential Personalities of Northern Ghana 2020 [Education Division] 
Book Prize 2017 at ICAS Conference in Thailand 
 
8. Major contributions to early careers of excellent researchers: [selected] 
Postdoc supervisor of Yicheng Wu, full professor at Zhejiang University; PhD supervisor of 
Charles Marfo, Dean Faculty of Arts University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana; 
PhD supervisor of Pan Yanhong and Lucille Hu, professors in Guangxi and Shenzhen, China; 
PhD supervisor of Hasiyatu Abubakari, Research Fellow, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana. 
 
Conclusion: I am active in the practice of my profession: doing many keynote and other 
invited lectures, training top-level graduates, and active in top-level publications. In 2015, 
my book Africans in China was short-listed for the Asia Book Prize and in 2017, an edited 
book of mine, Africans in China: Guangdong and Beyond, won a prize as IBP Colleagues’ 
Choice in the Social Science division awarded by International Convention of Asian 
Scholars (ICAS), based in Leiden, Netherlands. In 2020, I was elected President of 
UNESCO-affiliated International Federation for Modern Languages and Literatures 
(FILLM). 



 
 
Short Bio: 
Prof. Dr. Adams Bodomo is a Professor at the University of Vienna, Austria, holding the Chair of African 
Languages and Literatures. Prof Bodomo's focal research areas are African and general linguistics, 
African language literatures, and global diaspora studies. He is a native of Ghana, Africa, where he 
obtained a BA degree in Linguistics, French, and Swahili, and an MA degree in Linguistics at the 
University of Ghana, Legon, Accra, before moving to Norway where he obtained masters and doctoral 
degrees at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, Norway. He has taught and 
lectured at many universities around the world including Stanford University in the US and the University 
of Hong Kong in China. He has published 20 books and about a 100 journal articles and book chapters. 
He edits the Journal of West African Languages (JWAL). Apart from English, Prof Bodomo speaks or 
understands several other languages including Dagaare (his native language), Twi, Swahili, French, 
Norwegian, German, and Chinese. 
 


