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MARCO MILANI 
B.A, M.A., Ph.D. 

 
 

EDUCATION 
Ph.D.    History and International Relations of Contemporary Asia, University of Cagliari. 
M.A.    International Relations (Honours), University of Bologna. 
B.A.    International and Diplomatic Sciences, University of Bologna. 
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
2020 June – present: Assistant Professor, Department of Arts, University of Bologna, Bologna (Italy). 
2018 Sept – 2020 May: Lecturer in Korean and East Asian Studies, The School of East Asian Studies, The 

University of Sheffield, Sheffield (UK). 
2019 Jul – 2019 Aug: Adjunct Professor, International Summer Session, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, Seoul 

(Republic of Korea). 
2017 Aug – 2018 Jun: Lecturer, School of International Relations, Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, 

University of Southern California, Los Angeles (USA). 
2016 Aug – 2017 Jul: Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Korean Studies Institute, Dornsife College of Letters, Arts 

and Sciences, University of Southern California, Los Angeles (USA). 
 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
Books: 

• Asia. Storia, istituzioni e relazioni internazionali (Asia. History, institutions and international relations, in Italian), co-
authored with Antonio Fiori and Andrea Passeri. Le Monnier Università, Firenze, 2022. ISBN: 978-88-
00-74863-6. 

• The Korean Paradox: Domestic Political Divide and Foreign Policy in South Korea, co-edited with Antonio Fiori and 
Matteo Dian. Routledge, Abingdon, 2019. ISBN: 978-1-138-54240-2. 

Academic Journals: 
• “Korean Peninsula 2022: Stuck between new leadership and old practices” (with Antonio Fiori). In Asia 

Maior 2022 – Asia in 2022: The impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on local crises, Vol. XXXIII, Viella, 2023, pp. 
43-77, ISSN 2385-2526. 

• “The Role of South Korea amidst US-China Competition”. Asia Maior Special Issue No. 2 US-China 

Competition, COVID-19 and Democratic Backsliding in Asia, Viella, 2022, ISSN 2385-2526. 

• “Sviluppo storico-politico della Corea del Nord: tra storia, realtà ed interpretazioni” (“North Korea 
historical and political development: between history, reality and interpretations”). In Nuova Informazione 
Bibliografica, Vol. 2/2019, Il Mulino, 2019, ISSN 1824-0771. 

• “Korean Peninsula 2018: The calm after the storm”. In Asia Maior 2018 – Reacting to Donald Trump’s 
Challenge, Vol. XXIX, Viella, 2019, pp. 69-100, ISSN 2385-2526 

• “The Evolution of the North Korean Nuclear Program: from Survival Strategy to Ideological 
Legitimization”. In On Korea: Academic Paper Series, Vol. 12, 2019, ISSN: 1937-9196. 

• “Securitizing Cooperation: Nuclear Politics and Inter-Korean Relations”. In North Korean Review, Vol. 14, 
No. 1, Spring 2018, pp. 11-29, ISSN: 1551-2789. 

• “Playing hide-and-seek: Pak Kŭn-hye’s Trustpolitik in distress”, (with Antonio Fiori). In Hangukhak charyo 
– Korean Studies Series, Vol. 2, ARACNE, 2017, ISBN 978-88-255-0043-1. 

Book Chapters: 
• “The New Challenges of Transnational Security in Twenty-First-Century East Asia: The Case of North 

Korea”. In K. Cawley and J. Schneider (eds.), Transnational East Asia Studies, Liverpool University Press, 
pp. 271-286, 2023. ISBN: 978-1-80207-729-2. 
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• “The Use of Culture and Cultural Products in Inter-Korean Relations”. In Sojin Lim (ed.), South Korean 
Popular Culture in the Global Context: Beyond the Fandom, Routledge, 2023. ISBN: 978-1-03223-371-0. 

• “Europe and Inter-Korean Relations” (with Antonio Fiori). In Nicola Casarini, Antonio Fiori, Nam-Kook 
Kim, Jae-Seung Lee and Ramon Pacheco Pardo (eds.), Routledge Handbook of Europe-Korea Relations, 
Routledge, 2022. ISBN: 978-1-13858-986-5. 

• “Continuity and Change in South Korea’s Middle Power Diplomacy”. In S. Lim and N. Alsford (eds.), 
Routledge Handbook of Contemporary South Korea, Routledge, 2022. ISBN: 978-0-36745-820-1. 

 

SELECTED RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 
2022 Jan – 2023 Dec: Project Director, “Exploring the Media and Politics landscape in Europe, East Asia and 

the US”, Partner universities: Toyo University (JP), UCLA (US), Innovative Projects within 
International Cooperation Agreements, University of Bologna (€ 18.500). 

2021 June – 2024 May: Project Director, “Enhancing Korean Studies at the University of Bologna: bridging 
Humanities and Social Sciences”, SEED Program for Korean Studies, Korean Studies 
Promotion Service - Academy of Korean Studies (€ 115.000). 

2018 July – 2018 Aug:  Visiting Researcher, Korea University (Seoul, Republic of Korea). 
 

SELECTED LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PAPERS: 
• “Domestic and Foreign Determinants of Recent North Korea’s Political Development”, AKSE EPEL 

Lecture Series, University of Bucharest, Bucharest, Romania, 24 April 2023. 
• “The Evolution of South Korea’s Foreign Policy: Amongst external and domestic constraints”, 2022 

IKSU Korean Studies Summer School, 20 June 2022. 
• “A Split Peninsula: Inter-Korean relations and Great Power rivalry”, Seminar at the Department of Asian and 

North African Studies - Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Venice, Italy, 15 October 2021. 
• “North Korea’s Nuclear Identity: Why Pyongyang Wants Nuclear Weapons and How It Matters for 

Diplomacy”, The Korea Economic Institute of America’s Academic Paper Series, Washington DC, USA, 7 June 
2018. 

• “North Korea and the Non-Aligned Movement: The pragmatic opportunism of Pyongyang’s non-

alignment”, in Annual Conference of the Italian Society of International History, Napoli, Italy, 7-9 June 2023. 

• “The Use of Culture and Cultural Products in Inter-Korean Relations”, 2021 IKSU Annual International 
Conference: Exploring Landscape of K-Culture and Changes in Society: Past, Present and Future, organized by the 
University of Central Lancashire, 26-27 April 2021. 

• “The evolution of ideology in North Korea”, North American Korean Philosophy Association Annual Conference 
2019, Cork, Ireland, 10-11 October 2019. 

• “South Korea’s ‘foreign policy dilemma’ and Moon Jae-in’s new old-policy”, in 29th AKSE Conference, 
Rome, Italy, 11-14 April 2019. 

• “The impact of ideology and party-politics on the national role conceptions: the case of South Korea”, in 
ISA Annual Convention 2018, San Francisco, USA, 4-7 April 2018. 

• “The Unexpected Consequences of South Korea’s use of Culture in Foreign Policy”, in AAS Annual 
Conference, Washington D.C., USA, 22-25 March 2018. 

• “Securitizing Cooperation: Nuclear Politics and Inter-Korean Relations”, in AAS-in-Asia Conference, 
Korea University, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 24-27 June 2017. 

• “South Korea ad an emerging Middle Power among Security Concerns”, with Federica de Pantz 
(University of Warwick), in ISA International Conference 2017, Hong Kong, University of Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong, 15-17 June 2017. 

• “Building Trust on the Korean peninsula: lessons from Europe”, in 6th International Conference on 
Slavic Eurasian Studies Building Eurasian Cooperation: dynamics and tasks, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 27-28 
June 2014. 


