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Outline of the lesson 

 Different types of morphemes: autonomy, 

position, function  

 English prefixes and suffixes  

 Inflection and derivation in English 

 Complex morphology in English and text 

types 



Recap 

Criteria to identify types of morphemes: 

- Autonomy 

- Position 

- Function 

 



Types of morphemes II – Position 

 RE – START – ING 

 

 Base 

 

 Affix 

Position criteria: prefixes and suffixes 

 

LOAD 

LOAD – ING 

LOAD – ED 

base + affix (suffix) 

LOAD 

RE – LOAD 

affix (prefix) + base 

 

UN – LOAD – ED 

affix (prefix) + base + affix (suffix) 



Some common affixes in English 

 



 Root: what is left when all affixes are removed 

UN – LOAD – ED 

(UN) – LOAD – (ED) 

LOAD 

both a base (when deriving words) and a root 

 

INTEREST – ING  

INTEREST: both a base and a root 

INTERESTING – LY 

INTERESTING: base (to INTERESTINGLY) but 

not a root 



-ance    -ment 

Are these affixes? 

Yes: disturbance, atonement 

 

Compare: dance, comment 

Are –ance and –ment affixes here? 

The importance of context.  

–ance and –ment are not affixes in dance and 
comment because d- and com(m)- are not 
roots. 



 Identify the roots in the following words 

 

 

 

 

 

 Focus on affixes and their meaning 



Types of morphemes III – Function 

 

◦ Inflectional morphemes  

Marking inflection and creating 

alternative grammatical forms of a 

word.  

 

◦ Derivational morphemes 

Deriving new words from existing ones. 

 



Morphological processes: Inflection and derivation 

Class change can 

occur 
No class change  



Inflectional morphemes 

 Common inflectional morphemes for nouns. What 

are they? What is their meaning? 

 

 Common inflectional morphemes for verbs. What 

are they? What is their meaning? 

 

 

 Common inflectional morphemes for adjectives. 

What are they? What is their meaning? 

 

-s   -’s/-’ 

-s   -ing  -ed  

Polyfunctionality 

of English 

morphemes 

-er  -est 



Inflectional morphology in English 

In English: 

 Inflectional morphemes are multifunctional 

 Inflectional morphemes are a limited set 

 Inflectional morphemes are all suffixes 

 Inflectional morphemes do not change the word class 
of the original word 

 Inflectional morphemes do not apply to all language 
items in a category in English (e.g. uncountable nouns; 
non-gradable adjectives) 

 Inflectional morphology is productive (inflectional 
morphology is applied to new words) 

 Inflectional morphology can be regular (i.e. follow a 
common pattern) or irregular 

 

 



Inflectional morphology in English 

Motivations to inflectional morphology in 
English 

 

Agreement (verb agreement [person, 
number]; noun agreement (number, [rarely] 
gender) 

sleep / sleeps 

this house / these houses 

Dependency 

I am coming with you. – Come with me. 

 



What morphology can tell us about a 

text 



Restrictions in inflectional morphology 

 Position: inflectional morphemes are placed 
after derivational morphemes in English 

 Inflectional morphemes do not apply to all 
language items in a category in English (e.g. 
uncountable nouns; non-gradable adjectives) 

 Regular inflectional morphology is 
productive (regular inflections are applied to 
new words) 

 Irregular inflectional morphology is less 
productive (or no longer productive at all) 
(cf. zero morphology for plural, internal 
vowel change) 

 



 Give all the possible inflections for the 

following words: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Do they show regular or irregular inflection? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bring     high 

cow     stop 

forget    tall 

guest     tooth 

have     weary 



Derivation 

 Derivation vs. inflection 

 Derivation is not driven by syntax 

 New lexical items are created (develop  
development; self  selfie) 

 The new lexical items may belong to a 
different word class or grammatical category 

 Types of derivation: affixation, conversion, 
compounding 

 Derivation mostly involves the addition of 
morphemes (but see conversion) 



Affixation 

 English affixes: prefixes and suffixes 

 

 

 

 

 

 Can you think of any prefixes and suffixes in English? 

 Which one is the largest set (prefixes or suffixes)? 

 Do we have specific affixes in English (specific to 

given word classes)? 



 Which suffixes are frequently used to create nouns? 

 

 

 

 Which suffixes are frequently used to create 
adjectives? 

 

 

 Which suffixes are frequently used to create verbs? 

 

 Which suffixes are frequently used to create 
adverbs? 

 

 

 

-ment  -tion  -dom   -ship 

-ity  -th  -acy   -ness 

-age   -al  -ce/-ance 

-er/-or  -ess  -ee  -ant -ist  

-able/-ible -ic/-ical  -ful/-less  -ous -en  

-ian  -like  -y/-ary  -al -ish  

-ise/-ize  -en  -fy 

-ly  -ward/-wards -wise 



 Which prefixes do you know in English? What 

is their meaning? 

 Consider the following English prefixes: 

 

 

 

 

 Can you think of any words containing these 

prefixes? 

 

a-            dis-                   un- 

ex- 

re- 

en- 



  

 

 

 

Compositionality in English morphology: 
how easy it is to infer the meaning of a 
derived word from its morphemes 

RE – LOAD – ING 

RE - DE – LOCAL – IZ - ATION 



 Exceptions to compositionality: 

recorder 

 

actor 

 

 

 

looker 

 What 

happens when 

you learn 

English as a 

foreign 

language? 



Morphological complexity and 

register specificity 
 Use of English in context 

 Morphology in context 

 In which contexts do you think English 

morphology can be especially complex? 

 In which contexts do you think English 

affixation can be used extremely 

productively? 

 Which fields require the rapid and 

systematic creation of new words? 

 



Morphological complexity and 

register specificity – English for 

science 
 



Morphological complexity and register specificity 

– More instances of academic texts in English 

The Greek word sophistés (“expert, master 
craftsman, man of wisdom”) is originally the name 
applied by the ancient Greeks to learned men, such 
as the Seven Wise Men of Greece. In the 5th 
century BC the name is applied to itinerant teachers 
who provide instruction in several higher branches 
of learning for a fee. 

The Sophists popularize the ideas of various early 
philosophers; but based on their understanding of 
this prior philosophic thought, most of them 
conclude that truth and morality are essentially 
matters of opinion. Thus, in their own teaching, they 
tend to emphasize forms of persuasive expression, 
such as the art of rhetoric. 

 



The Greek word sophistés (“expert, master 
craftsman, man of wisdom”) is originally the 
name applied by the ancient Greeks to learned 
men, such as the Seven Wise Men of Greece. In the 
5th century BC the name is applied to itinerant 
teachers who provide instruction in several higher 
branches of learning for a fee. 

The Sophists popularize the ideas of various early 
philosophers; but based on their understanding of 
this prior philosophic thought, most of them 
conclude that truth and morality are essentially 
matters of opinion. Thus, in their own teaching, they 
tend to emphasize forms of persuasive expression, 
such as the art of rhetoric. 

 



 Translation and comment 

 Morphosyntactic contrastivity 

 From synthetic to analytic forms, from 

morphology to syntax 

  



 

Preserving 

morphological 

complexity in 

technical texts.  

Compare: 

 

 

Literal translation? 


